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A STRONG NATIONAL ASSOCIATION IS ESSENTIAL
BY ROD THOMAS OF
TARX WASHINGION EVENING STAR

IN INVITING ME TO contribuie to the [irst issue of his horseshoe pitehers?
publication, Mr, Woodfield stipulated %hat anything I submitted would not be blue~
pencilled, end, I am holding him to his word. If the agreement had not been made, it
would have been out of the question for me to slip past him this humbly written sene
tence, In 38 years of widely~varicd experience as a newspaperman, bringing under
close ohservation Lhousards of percons in every field and strata of society, Harry
Thorpe Woodfield siands out in my mind as being the most endowed with the urge and
the eunergy to accomplish good for otherse

HORSESHOE PITCHING COMPARED WITH BOWLING., Mr. Woodfield requested an ex-
pression on the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association, presumably an estimate of
its potential value to the sport, For an insight into this, let's side-~glance at
another game which intrigues so mahy, In our country, according to reliable statis-
tics, are between 18 and 0 millions of bowlers, The American Bowling Congress alone
poss2sses more than one million paid-up members, Approximately a BILLION dollars is
iavested, All this came about through two factors - the sport has universal sppenls
it is orgenized. 3

A GOOD FELIOWSHIP PROBERBIAL, Horseshoe pitching in some respects igs stronge
er in its appeal than bowling, Athletically pernans, it requires more skill and
endurance to be a Hopflight ringer-thrower than to be an ace bowlerjy yet, the goeme 1s
equally cnijcyable to pitchers of all degrees of skill. It is played in the health-
giving outdoors. requires Littl: space, and, IT IS INEXPENSIVE. Moreover good fellow=
SLip AVOKG HORSESHOE PITCHFES IS PROVERBIAL, . ;

HORSESENE PITCHING S A MAJOR SPORT. . These are a few of the things that in-
apired Mr. Woodfield to spread the gospel of horseshoe pitching, It is easily under-
stood Ty the newspapermen who kuoow him 7hy tais gentleman vwas chesen president of the
Nationsl Horseshoe Pitchers Association, It was a distinctive honor he accepfed, bub
lir, Woodfield would be far more gratified, 1 believe. if his association became the
instrument of incrcasing his strength to achieve benefits for his fellow mer axd to
attain for horseshoe pitching its rightful place in the world of sports,



EDITCR’S NOTE: As sports promotion director of the Washington Evening Star

Mr, Thomas has achieved many notable successes. ¥or instance, this winter he conduc- .
ted a bowling tournmament in which there were 12.264 entries, During the war. the
Trensury Department awerded him a medal for initiating a national War Bond bowling
campaign which raised $485,000,000, General Eisenhower. in a letter vriiten in Ger-

many, commended him for an oarqtanklnr job as public relations man for the Bowlers
Victory Legion, General MacArthur officiated at the presentavion of trophies for one-
of his events the National Marathon Championship, which fealured the sports program

of the George Washington Bicentennial Celebration in 1932. But to quote Mr, Thomas
"One of the biggest ‘kicks’ I ve obtained in the promotion field came from organized
a horseshoe tournament, Some 200 communities in the District of Columbia, Maryland
and Virginia participated in the preliminaries and there were more than 5,000 contes-
tants,” In future contridutions to The Horseshoe News, Mr. Thomas has agreed to
write ‘about horseshoe pitching and pitchers and nct the editor Harry T. Woodfield.

Page Two THE CREATEST HORSDSHCE PROMOTION
(o

MANY OF YOU DO NOT KNOW that the National Horseshoe-Pitchers Associntion wag
resposible for the promotion and organizonbion of the greatest horseshoe pitching
program of all times, It started vhen an AP clipping wrs Teceived here in Washington,
De G, at N, H, P, A, Durntion Headquartsrs, Aagust 29,1944, It disclosed that the
wrmy was preparing an all sports chamy Jnshin tournament program, the officer in
charge, LIKUT,COL, BENRY W, (ESKY).CLARX, CHISF, ARWNY SPECIAL SERVICE DIVISION, That
sape day a letter was mailed to Col, Clark sugeesting that Forseshoe Pitching be in-
cluded in his Army All Sports Program. The then Pvt, Leland 8, Mortenson (long a
member of the National Horseshoe Pitchers Assoc,) sb ationed in Camp Cooke Calif,, was
reconmended, due to his long experience in #ll phases of the game, as director of the
sport for the Army.

TED ALLEN, IN ARMY MEDICAL STATION IN THE ALEUTIANS AND CASEY JONES,ON A
PBY IN THE PACIFIC, were recommended as exhibitionigts and instructors, September 1,
Col, Clark's reply was, "es sir, by all neans, We will include horseshoe pitching
and we will stort right now the routine of having Mortenson transferred to Special
Service Division Headquarters in New York,"

Mortenson was transferred early in October ond his boot training consisted
of touring U,S.Army camps with » Special Service troupe with Horton Smith, Chick Har-
bet golfers, Sol Schiff, Table Tennis Charmion Joe Louis; and Men Mountain Dean
wrestling,

Army Special Service and Col, Esslinger, Chief of recreation and sports for
Arnmy Convalescent Hospitals, tried for months to have Allen transferred without any-
success, Barly in March '45, Mortenson was promoted to Sgt. ~nd sent overseas to nll
Army camps in the ETO, supervising the construction of courts (as many as 30 to 40 in
nany) giving instruction crganizing and directing tournament and showing a full
length Pathe Inc, Sport Reel of horseshoec pitching, most of which was taken in and
around Washjngton, D, C, and in New York City.

MORTENSON PUT IN MANY EXTRA HOURS BEYOND ARMY ROUTINE REQUIREMENTS, giving
many famous athletic coaches a view of horseshoe pitching at its highest level and a
tremendous hoost for the game, It is true that his job was an Army detail but it was
- as A member of the National Horseshoe Pi% chers Assn,, that his interest never fagged.

HIS PROMOTION OF THE ARMY NATIONAL CHAWPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT at Nurenburg,
Germany Aug,11-12,1945, was & durlicmie of the mony tournsments he directed in Des
Moines in pre=-war times. Leonard Leerrel of Chicago and Earl Green of Indianapolis
tied in the singles with Icerzel wirmirs the nlayoff, Green was a member of the
winning doubles tean,



L:.T.H.P.A. Durction Hdgqtrs, in Washincton was in constant touch with Leland
:nd_thcre is no doutt the excellent job he did can be of ruch benefit to both the
Nntional Horseshoe Fitchers Asen, Aand the zame when the thotisands who witnessed his
crxhibitions in Burope see horseshoe pitchins agerin in the Uniled States, i

. The Army awarded hin a ¢itation of a most excellent job well done, but that
is no wonder vo those whn krow hin, as he puts everything he has behind this grand
0ld game. WN,H,P.4. was in close croperation with the Army during and after tlrze war
end was comreaded many times for able assistance, Harry '3'.‘. Woodfield,
: ' (o
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KEEP THOSE DATES.OPEN,
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QUITE OFTEN LETTERS are feceived -in this office requesting information on
"how to join the National Horseshoe Pitchers Association of America, and occasionally,
information is asked on how to form a State Association,

Any reputable’person may become a member of the National Association upon
payment of one dollar to the National Secretary, This entitles the individual to one
yes~ig membership, beginning January 1 and ending December 31, Of this one dollar
merhership fee, fifty cents is roturned to the State Association, In the event there
is 10 State Associaiion, the entire fee is reteined by the National Association,
State Associebions may be organized under the National Body and be known as (neme of
State), Division of the N,H Pb,, npon receipt of membership fees for ten or more
members of an orgenizecd Staie groum, A charter is issued to them free of chorge and
they are granted auchorized to cigaunize mnd develop the sdvencement of horseshoes in
their territoryt to permit, euncsurage and aid the affiliation of individuals,.clubs,
lengues, and associations within their state, '

AT THE 1946 CONVENTION AT DES MOINES, it was voted to have manufacturers
place a five cent stamp on e=ck pair of shoes made by them, 6Gf this stamp fund,
twenty=five per cent will oe divided among States according to their percentage of
nexbership in the N.H.P.A. ¢



AT THE PRESENT TIME, we have twenty-three active chartered State Associar
tions, The question comes up ogcazionally. "Why should I join the National Assocism
tion?"

(1) It is the snly recognized authority on horseshoes,

(2) It is responsidle for the standardizing of rules of play, method
of scorirg, ~nd proper equipment,

(3) It holds = Natlonal Tournament and Convention annually.
(4) General information is free,

(5) It has been responsitle for bringing HORSESHOES from barnyerds
b to court -house lawns,

(6) I+ is constantly striving to advance the game,

"LET'S BE A BOOSTFR FOR HORSESHOES—~———JOIN THE N, H. P. A,

N

AN INVITATION TO UTAH

TO THE BOYS WHO LOVE TO FITCH HORSESHOES, wherever you mey be, Cansada,
United States, Europe or the isles of the sea, I wish to send greetings thet the 1947
ceason Te the best ever our grand old gase has ever known, That we all may be united
in or Natlonnl Association and work as one to build it up, I sure feel proud to be
~associated with it and hope I can be of some help,

1 TRULY HOPE TO MEET MOST OF YOU HFXZ IN SALT LAKE CITY, August 25 to 20,
1947, when we in Utah will do our best tc make the 1947 World's Championship Horse—
shoe Tournament the greatest in N,H.P.A,is history. Bring vour ideas and plans for
a bigger and better orgenization. so that in our convention, we cen add to what we
alrealv have even though we mey have to replace some of our rules with those more
popular and constructive. ﬂg_g}gg_gp;ggkehﬁpgmlgstMggggM}Q"Anggsj;lggz_g_mem_zghlgjpa

A
" CHAMPION PITCHING SHOES"

PRODUCT OF GIANT GRIP MFG. CO.

Champion Pitching Shoes are official, pro-
fessional type, Have latest style Hooked
Heels with specially decigned protrusions
on the inside curve preferred by Champions,
They are the result of over 80 years ex—
perience in first quality forgings. They
are Hammer Forged, heat treated, non-break-
able, perfectly balanced and the finest

shoes made., Location of nearest dealer on
request, Write — GIANT GRIP MFG. CO.;
OSHKOSH. WISCONSIN

D e AR 3~ —



Page Four :
ALl ODE' TO HORSESFOES

EY LOUIS GEGOX,PRESIDENT /\

FARMFRS HORSESHOE CLUB - -ﬁ;

RING OUr THE OLD RING IN THE NEW

RING AT THE STAKE WITH THE OLD HORSESHOE =

I0TS OF RINGERS SAYS ITS OLINKING SOUND

PROMISING PLAYFUL HOURS ALL THE YEAR ROUND \\l,

I

A H.Krafft,Sec,, 286 Grove St.,Brooklyn 27,N,Y, =3
it

THE POEM ABOVE WAS COPIED FROM A CHRISTMAS CARD SENT TO THE PURLISHER, Tn
the ‘third line, Mlots of ringers" was substituted for Merry Christmes for obvious
reasons. The farmer and the stake and shoe are printed on their stationery, threy have
20 members and sent in orders for 20 coples for the first issuec of HORSESHOE NEFS.

DEDICATED TC ARCH STOKES
CHAIRMAN OF 1947 TCURNAMENT
BY JAKESPEARE

If you play horseshoes fairly well, A tale to you I want to tell:
So I'1l begin this little ditty, By saying that in Salt Lake City,
In Utah quite a State out west, Where they want you as a guest,
In August nineteen forty-seven., There's going to be a “pitchers" heaven,

They'll hold a horseshoe pitchers' meet, To place a champion in the geat,
And prizes therc will be galore; A couple dozen, maybe more,

So start right now to save your dough, If you intend to really go,
It's not too early to prepare, Because it costs a lot of fare,

Come by plane, by train or cary If youlre living near or far,

Bring your wife and all the kids; Leave your business on the skids,
Youlre sure to have a trip worthwhiles: Cne you'll enjoy mile after mile,

So let's get going, horseshoe folks Ard get in touch with Archie Stokes,

Editoris Note: When he writes a poen, he is Jakespenre; when he i on the horseshoe
courts, he is Jake, He was christened Byron Jaslulek and is the nevly elected
Second Vice President of the Nationrl Horseshoe Pitchers Association,

November 3rd, last, Jake was directcr of &n open horseshoe tournament in Central
Park, New York City, on the cdurts of the Hilltop Club. Twenty-four finalists in 3
classes fought it out in single round robins for cash ond cigars, It is one thing to
conduct a one-day open tournament in July when drylight has reached its maximum lencth
and quite another to stage one in November with the shortest day in the year sbout
six weeks away, The tournament vas as smoothly run ns any I have ever witnessed, 4
lot of credit for this was due to the able assistance of Mr,E, Erglebracht, a fellow
member of the Inwood Club, that with Hilltop, Williamsbridge, Woodlawn, St, Mery's
and Sunnyside, make up the closely knit Metropolitan Horseshoe Pitchers Association,

There was a real community spirit so evident that it speaks well for the future
of srganized horseshoe pitching in Metropolitan New York and sections just outside
its borders,
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MORE WCRLD'S CHAMPION SHIPS WO WITH OHIO SHOES THAN ALL

OTHER MAKES COMBINED . , . ON THE MARKET 26 YEARS !
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Price $2,75 per pair postpaid.
Write for agent's price in larger quantities

OHIO HORSESHOE CO
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NYOUTK IS NOT A TIME OF LIFE"
"IT_'_S_A_S:AZ‘_E__OE MIND®

"HEY ! POP WHBRE'S MY COPY OF THEE N,H.,P,A, HORSESHOE NEWS?" I have orders
for 800 copies:? 450 will be sent ‘fo that many addresses; the remainder will go to
aboup 15° o%ﬁerﬂhddr cgscs in lots of from 50 to 150 copies. No one, as yet, has com-
plained about the: k@ng delay in getting out the first issue of HORSESHOE NEWS.~ I
sure dow aoprccn.ate your patience,

I MADE ¥ 5 MISTAKE, I should have completed the printing of No, 1 and then
solicited subsorlptlons. No, I had to play smart, I figured the plan I followed
would bring intall the subscriptions I could expect at this time of year and, about
when I was rog dy to go to press., In that way, I would know better how meny to print,

MY IDJA WORKED IN REV’KS I have a lot of ideas about the promotion of the
grﬂnd old ;gmme of horﬂeshoe o;tchlng. .In the pnst nine yenrs they heve come in.fronm
, group of the finest type of sportsmen — HORSESBHOS PITCFERS, I hrvé passed many of
uhCﬂ on to others. It wns their rosponsibility %® $ry them out, This time I used
one of my ovnj on ﬂyqnlf and, it backfired, I thomght ot the stert I'd have the NEWS
*c~uy by Janusry lsty-linrch is almost gone but I o over the HUMP., Looks like print-
ing will, got under”ny this voek, I hed to learn & 1ot of thingss How to operate the
dupl1catnr ho to cut stencils snd how to write for a publlC«tlon. This place is
Iull of used stone#l shects and abandoned typevritten copy. I hive & lot of news, I
know a lot of words®that I want to use; they secm perfect vhen they start in ny nmind -~
on p pfr ~ not so good, YOU WILL BE THE JUDGE, WHAT'Q THE VERDICT?

DON!T PULL ANY PUNCHES, FTRSW“DO THIS ~ RAAD THE KEWS TWICE, once for
your eyes and conce to remenber° theh, let nme know whrt you: think of it mqpeciﬂlly,
#bout the followings N,H.PJA. 4id originate rules of pley, create standards of
equipnent, snd since its establishment 26 years ago, hove developed horseshoe pitching
to one of the nost scientific¢.of sports. As ~n inducement for new members in our
Nationnl Associntion, we comnot clainm Rules of Play ns nne of them which includes
CANCELLATIONS, the method of scoring thot originated shortly after the National
Associrtion wns organized, has become cormon property, However, there nre cervices

ond improvements importnnt to the game that can only be distributed through or de—
veloped by a National Associ~tion and its own publication,



SUCH AS, THE DEVZIOPMENT AND INCREASE IN SKILL nnong Teennge boys through
a nation~wide progran of supcrvision and expert instruction, spensored through our
National Associ~tion, This is two—edged, It will not only incrense the number of
top-notch pitchers in a few years, but also PUT TO GOOD USE MANY HOURS OF THE YOUNG~
STERS!' SPARE TIME, Here is A grand opportunity for a father and son sperts combina~
tion, The Dnd cnn learn to instruct in the two turns either of which arc used by
mster pitchers, the 1% nad 1% turns, THED BEST INSTRUCTION BOOK EVER PUBLISHED (so
sAy the ecxperts) "SCIENCE AT THE STAKE" by Roy W.Smith, 214 W,77th St.,Los Angcles,
Galifornia, IU 1s mnow on sade.:: ;

ANOTHER LATE IMPRO'E MENT TO HORSESHOE EQUIPMENT IS A CLAY' thrt nay well in-
crease the number of horseshne pitchers to staggering heights, It will be on the
market soon., It is a product through the collaboration of John D. Sebek,2236 Winficld
Way, N.E., Canton, Ohio (Ohio State Charpion and one of the top-ranking pitchers in
the U,8.), and a large chemical plant in the midwest. A combination of chenicals are
mixed with clay with these results — it stays soft, will not freeze and cannot absorb
moisture nor soil hands or clothing, Pitching tests will soon be underway to deter—
mine proper depth, area around the stake and consistency,

THESE ARE JUST A FEW REASONS WHY HORSESHOE PITCHERS SHOULD BECOME MEMBERS OF
THE NATIONAL HORSZSHOE PITCHERS ASSN, And in addition, merit full cooperation of all
horseshoe pitchers by subsecribing to the N,H.P.A. HORSESHOE NEWS," Pop Woodfield

SCIENCE AT THE STAKE

BY ROY W. SMITH
APPROVED BY THE NATIONAL HORSESHOE PITCHERS ASSOC,
PRICE 50 CENTS PER COPY
Many of the world's finest pitchers have collaborated with Mr, Smith in the
information contained in this new 70-page book, It is the most complete instruction
book ever compiled on the science of horseshoe pitching, Well illustrated and contains
all National Tournament records both for men and women.,

The step by step details of the 13 and 1% turns (the only turns used by
Master pitchers) are easy to follow, There must be lots of horseshoe pitchers who
use either of these turns, yet are not satisfied with their progress. There may be
Just one fault, Get a copy, read it carefully, The result can be more ringers.
Write Roy W,Smith,214 W,77th St.,Los Angeles Calif,or Harry T Woodfield, 734 19th
St.,N,E.,Washington 2.D.C.



Page Ten NATTONAL_TOUENAMENT & CONVENTION

DES MOINES, IOWA

JUNE'20 0. JULY, 4,_, 1946

WHY DOESN'T MY NEWSPAPER PUELISH RESULTS OF NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS? If your
newspaper subscribes to the AP Service, it did ge® such a report. The Sports Editor
of your paper decides what shall or shall not be printed on the sports page.

:-C—-.o
FINAL STANDINGS
1945 TOURNAMENT

W L W L

1 Ted Allen, Colo, ost 1 13 Roland Kraft, Kang, ¢ 32 XL
2 Casey Jomes, Wise, el 2 14 Orville Harris. Ind. 12- "1l
3 Sidney Harris, Neb, 19 4 15 Henry Harper b 03
4 John Sebek; Ohio’ 18 = 16 Bob Cash. Ohio 8 1§
5 Vito Fileccis, New York % 6 17 Earl Green, Ind, D {% 1?
6 Arner Lindquist West Va. A 16 7 18 Bill Kolb, New Jersey 7 e
7 Dale Dixon, Iowa 16 19 Alvin Dahlene. Kansas F 7 1@
8 W.0.Maxwell, Ohio B 15 8 20 Wm,Danhauer.Illinois 5 18
9 Arlo Harris, Ind, e 21 Clifford Hansen. Iowa - 19
10 John LindmeierﬁIllinois e 5 O 22 Marion Lange; Iowa & 20
11 Tom Brownell, New York ® A3 10 22 H.Robinson, Nebraska 2 2B
12 Andy Stolarik, Ohio 13 10 2% Evan Tishock, Ohio 0! 28
A position decided by playoff match PLAYOFFS - 6th place tie = Lindquist won
B position determined by lot. from Dixon 50 to 44,

C position determined by ringer per cent 10th place tie - Lindmeier

D position determined by playoff 100 shoes 70,7% Brownell 66,5 Stolarik
E Brownell, Kolb & Dahlene forfeit from Tishock 64.8

17th place tie 100 shoes Green 23l Kolb 227 13th place tie Kraft 68,4
Dahlene 205 0. Harris 64,5

HEARD AND SEEN

ARCH STOKES came by plane from Salt Lake City: had a banner full width of the conrt s,
boosting 1947 tournament in his city. His scarlet shirt, yellow tie, white ducks,
Death Valley bandanna and sombrero hold wup traffic downtown, Wow; JCHN AND MRS,
GORDON made an unexpected appearance, After that almost fatal auto accident when
neither were expected to recover, the committee did not think they could make if.
They did with a chauffeur and a pet dog. He was all over the park, doirg his usual
stint, passing out pitching shoes: presented a fiock of them to an amateur tournament
at Grinnel and a batch to the Isaac Walton Club where we had a swell dinner, thanks
to Dale Dixon, Mr. Gordon:has become an institution at our National tournaments,

DALE DIXON'S father kept score on the blackboard and, in between helped Mrs. Gregson
in the tent. THE TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE HEAVES A SIGH OF RELIEF when Mrs, Gregson walks
into the tent, She calmly opens her brief case, unties a couple of packages and the
tournament is all set to go, Never irritable, always smiling, she is a fine example
of the frierdly cooperation and good fellowship with which this grand old game is
saturated. It was. shown again with a lot of sentiment when at the close, the pitchers
presented her with a beautiful pen and pencil set, She was so pleasantly surprised,
1t was some time before she could offer her thanks,

DONALD her four-year .old son showed -an original pitching style, He held the shoe
vertical between his eyes and was pitching about 80 per cent ringers around a tent
stake about 2 feet away when the newsreel cameraman took some shots, JIMMY, her oldest

son is a young edition of Fernando Isais and in four or five more years, he should
make the finals in a National Tournament,



LELAND MORTENSON is another horseshoe pitching institution and has years of experience
in every phase of the game. His fine work has been so constant, so efficient and so
Pleasantly done, that folks are prone to take him for granted, He organized and con-
ducted the Army National Horseshoe pitching tournament in Nurenburg, Germany August 11
and 12. 1945, while Director of Horseshoe Pitching for the Army in the ETO, Earl Green
\in the finals at Des Moines) tied for the Army National singles and was one of the
pair that won the doubles there,

FIFTEEN OF THE FINALISTS WERE UNDER FIRE IN DES MOINES FOR THE FIRST TIME: they were
Vito Fileccia, N.Y., Arner Lindquist, West Va-. Arlo Harris. Orville Harris and Earl
Green, Indiana, John Lindmeier and Wm. Danhauer. Illinois. Tommy Brownelly W, Y, ¢
Henry Harper, Calif., Andy Stolarik, Bob Cash and Evan Tishock, Ohio, Clifford Hansen
and Marion Lange, Iowa, and Bill Kolb. New Jersey.

(Cont inued on Page 11)



