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Harvey Clear stating that St. Paul, Minnesota, is interested in a bid
for our National Tournament for 1949. As soon as I receive complete
information from St. Paul, I will fly there and see what they have to
offer and meet® with_the men whe intend to sponsor. thls ‘tournament.
I’ll then return with a report for our Association and our newspapers.
When making application for membership for 1949, let’s’ all agree to -
observe the rules and regulations of the N. SH & PoAT both in letter and

spirit. The high favor that horseshoe. pitching enjoys in. _the Nation’s_

homes and industries will be due in great measure to the wise guldance
of the N. H. P A in |_our new year. . . B e
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Through the umﬁed action of every member in our orgamzatlon
it will be possible to seek out additional means of improvement and to
witness the culmination of hopes and plans which will provide a source
of inspiration for many years, and horseshoe pitchers to come.

-In the October issue of THE HORSESHOE PITCHER I asked for
idead"and comments. Among the many replies, I read with great interest
the reply of our good friend, Leland Mortenson. In reference to our
appointment of an Advisory Board, to which Mr. Mortenson refers, this
committee was appointed by your President to advise him on the
~rievances that arose at the Milwaukee tournament. Frequently, the
icrm, Board, is erroncously used, referring to a committee. However,
this commlttee still stands, as their decision has not been handed down
vet.

To eliminate re-occurrences of such grievances as did arise at
Milwaukee, I have appointed a Constitution and By-Laws Committee
which will meet here in Indianapolis early in the new year.: .

1 heartily agree with Mr. Mortenson and I am fully aware that any
recommendations handed down by this committee must be brought be-

fore the Convention’ for ratification. Also I am fully aware that the -

Executive Council has full power over the affairs of the organization.

I am of the opinion that the management of this Association
should not be confined to so small a group as the Executive Council.
That is why I have advocated the nccessity of an Advisory Board.

It is a foregone conclusion that our organization, in the past, from
a promotional standpoint, must be improved upon by putting horse-
shoes on a higher plane.

As ypur President, it is my objective, with the help of the Execu-
iive Council and every member of the organization to put horseshoes
way on top, similar to other well known sports.

Wishing you all a very Merry, Merry Chnstmas and a Happy
New Year. '
Your Presndent,
ARLO E. HARRIS
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I want to remind all of the Secretanes of the various State Asso-
ciations that it is important that they send me their membership list,
if they have not already done so, as-at the end of the year the Horse-
shoe stamp fund will be divided among the clubs, according to the
number of members.’ Copies of the World’s Tournament results can be
had by contacting me. Another thing—when buying horseshoes be sure
the five cent stamp is on the carton. Only those horseshoes with the
stamp on the cartons are ofﬁcnal"i“ N R e e e

A Merry ‘Chr.xstmas an(l a Happy New Year to All' :

e e L1111 & Nanongl Secretary-Treasurer, =« - == - -
: P HARVEY W. CLEAR,
912 Melrose Avenue
Santa Cruz, Calif.

PRESSURE PLAGUES ALL PLAYERS'

By ROY W. SMITH
Author of "Science At The Stake"

Public enemy number one for all horseshoe pitchers is that old
wwental devil “Nervous Tension” more commonly known as Pressure.
‘¢ takes delight in seizing his victims at the most inopportune times.

! players feel his cold, clammy grasp upon their muscles and mental
‘uculties at times. Those who deny that they are ever bothered by
lension or pressure when the chips are down are not being honest about
it. They are only kidding themselves. : i

Quite often' I have seen many of these pitchers go out to qualify
or meet some good pitcher in a tournament with their hands trembling -
and literally sweating blood from every pore. Their hands are nerve-
less and they seem to be on the verge of a mental breakdown. They
are beaten before they even attempt to toss a shoe. A prize fighter who
enters the ring in this pitiful state of mind is usual]y butchered in the
first exchange of blows. What causes a person to “get butterﬂles in his
belly” and defeat himself in this manner ?

The answer is LACK OF TRAINING. Mental training that is. One
may be in fine physical shape and able to play a fine game until the
pressure is put on, then this lack of mental conditioning instantly
manifests itself. Websters dictionary defines tension as “the act of
‘‘retching or straining to the point of stiffness; mental strain or strong
«nd severe intellectual effort. Strong excitement, eagerness, fear; great
activity or strain of the emotions or the will. Lack of confidence.”
These various definitions all mean about the same thmg, so its easier
for us to call it “Pressure.”
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In this present day world of insecurity, worry, rush and high tc

~ sioned living, those who have met and solved the problem of men

and physical relaxation possess that rare gift which all the money

the world cannot buy. PEACE OF MIND. Fernando Isais, the Worl:
Champion Horseshoe Pitcher, seems to have solved this problem. Il
never loses his temper even when a series of bad breaks makes hi:
lose an important game. He just grins and shrugs it off, resolving ¢
do better next time. Zim never beefs about anything, elther Both me:

are the best of sports.

No one can work or play well under pressure. The next time ten
sion begins to bother you, stop and recognize it for what it is. A self
created enemy that you and only you can conquer. You can conquer it
and remain poised and self confident; or, it can enslave you and mak:
you a nervous wreck. It’s your battle. Go out and win it! Personally.
I’'m finding it a tough battle, but I hope to overcome the curse of
tension before many month’s have passed. I'm making progress, and
this article is my first step in that direction. Come on, fellows, let’s hav:

your ideas on how to beat our old arch enemy ‘“Pressure.”
* * *

: COLORADO
; By TED ALLEN

Pop Woodfield misinterpreted some of the rumors he heard at th:
Milwaukee Tournament. He was partly right, especially that I-planne:.
to get a job for the time being, but I never stated for certain that !
was quitting and settling down, nor did I say it was Sheriff. Instead.
I said that I had a chance to get a Deputy Sheriff’s job but was no:
quite sure yet and I was supposed to let them know by November !
whether T would take the job or not. I also said that I might go ou
on the road again next year but had nothing booked as yet and I would
have to wait and see. Anyone knows that Show Business is a change-
able and uncertain business from one week to the next. A person must
have it at heart and the determination to go ahead with the life of
Show Business or else he will become discouraged within less than a
year. I did say I was planning on getting married, which was true,
and I am now a married man. A post announcement as to whom and

~ when will be sent out just as soon as we can get to it this month.

— ~Tournament. Aga.m, that was a mmnterpretatron ~of the meanmg of
,,.,,_my_.wordsk T told Bop_Lwas nat sure. but.thaLsuch—a -job as Deputy

Sheriff might not let me off; that is if I accepted the job. And so,
everything having been so uncertain at that time it should not have

- been interpreted that I, of my own free will, would not attend the next

World Toumament and “that I was qulttmg T am absolutely NOT a
quitter! ;



o

‘: ~:'\J:
And I want to say right here and now that I have yet to see the
job that would keep me away from the tournaments. If my superiors
would not grant me time off to go, then I would figure it wasn’t the job
for me. I had, for many years in the past, a difference of opinion thh__ 2
my former employer, the J. E. Rodeo, whether I should attend the'
tournaments or not because of conflicting dates in my contract and the

Tournaments; but I always won out in the arguments. o e RIS

As long as I am capable of wmnmg the Champ1onsh1p, or thmkmgi_.:..w |

I am, I will attend the Tournaments if at all possible. I came as close
as any the last time. I figure that Isais had better breaks than I did
and I or any of the others could have won the Championship. Con-
_sidering the two games that Isais won by measuring the last point, I
could have won had it gone the other way. I might have been tied but
I have never lost a playoff yet and that is where I shine. Taking these
“breaks” in consideration, I hereby challenge Fernando Isais publicly
and formally to a match for One Thousand Dollars ($1,000) to be played
next Summer, or sooner if possible, and at least before the next World’s
Tournament comes around!

There is no rule saying that a Champion, who is not required to
qualify, is excused from paying his entry fee, just the same as any
other participant in the Tournament. If all others pay the fee for the
ight to try for the championship, then the Champ should pay the fee
for the right to defend his title. The fee is for the good of the tourna-
ment and he should be required to pay too. Every year, except one, I
was required to pay as did the others, but I never felt it right for me
to be excused that one year.

There is something else that should be brought up at the next Con-
vention. To be absolutely fair to all World’s Tournament participants
and to those who would plan to attend, there should be a rule put into
the Constitution or the By-Laws, that a World’s Tournament should be
advertised at least 60 days before the tournament and at least the
largest share of the prizes be posted. There was such a rule put into
effect at the Convention and Tournament of 1935 at Moline, Ill., because
of the after effects of the 1934 Los Angeles World’s Tournament; but
where the minutes or rules went to, no one seems to know. Somewhere
between the time that Mr. Tanner resigned as President of the National |
Association and the time when Mr. Tompkins went out as President the
rule was lost or destroyed. Mr. Tanner certainly was one who would
not have lost it as he was one of the men, with Mr. Claves and Mr.
Howard, who advocated it at the Convention. Mr. Claves and Mr. Tanner
ave since passed away. There must be others who were there who
would remember it. I can name several who were there, but only two
or three would remember it I am sure. It is only with'that much ad-
vance notice that we can expect a large entry from all over the United
States. They must have time to ask for and get their vacation from
their jobs. In nearly all years of the Tournaments, we can agree that
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from 1937 to 1938, and Field Captain of the Woodlawn Horseshoe Club
from 1932 to 1948 when he resigned this position due to ill health.

rg’v——-«‘m--—-—«—”"‘ S

During all the years he devoted to horseshoes he has received many
_gifts _of appreciation from_ the fans with whom he came in contact.
These gifts ran from watches and pins to a scroll contammg many names--
of }us well w1shers. And Now. he was 1 made ik hfe member of the club
=
g
of the type of Lou ‘Zlegler in the hozseshoe game it would not be very

" long before our sport-would be one of the outetandmg pastimes in- ’che
I~ U.S. A5
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. Well Lou, Just take good care of )ourself because we are all lookmg

! forward to seeing you on the courts again next Summer. -

i ; THE EDITOR. ‘

L% * *

OHIO

After digesting contents of the November 1948 issue of The Horse- ‘
shoe Pitcher (3rd issue) one just cannot help coming up bubbling over |
with renewed enthusiasm, but first: Permit us in Ohio to join other
States in extending our congratulations to the New President and his
Executive Board on being elected, and the 1948 Convention for their
wise choice, particularly in choosing a top-flight player with the added
Executive ability of Mr. Arlo E. Harris for President. It’s grand.

Now, getting back to The Horseshoe Pitcher, the overall articles
by the Messrs, Jaskulek, Harris, Mortenson, Dale Dixon, Kovacs,
Stolarik, and with references to Andy Moehn, on a New Constitution
and By-Laws to be published three or four months in advance of the
1949 Convention for study, suggests that it be kept very brief and
concise to avoid any hidden meanings and clear of any interlocking
“Boards” or “Plans” which in effect would deprive the players from
| expressing their views and desires in the least way, along with personal

ideas on promotional and playing methods coming from such grand
. fellows is simply “out of this world,” wonderful.

Kindly permit me to join these Gentlemen with the views so often

expressed by an overwhelming majority of Ohio players involving two

& factors that are of very first importance to the success of our sport
because they are dependent upon each other and they are first, a com-
bined dues to enable both the States and National to operate successfully
for the very reason that nothing whatsoever can be accomplished without

¢+ the funds to do it with, and second, a universal playing and scoring
~ method for all activities, and this is absolutely essential, for the very
reason that the States will not be able to support the combined dues

13

e e e . e e T . e






i o S—— ST S — -

and ordered two pairs of excellent ‘Super ngers from the ‘Diamond
Calk Horseshoe Co., Duluth (Minn.). For want of the proper stakes a
blacksmith’s son supphed gas pipes which unfortunately got crooked
when_driven mto ‘the stony glouhd ‘As. my \tudents wvere azed about’-“*n-*—““"
ﬁfteen -:1xteen I choqe ac dxstance of 30 feet.— _; ot

e o Loy 2 “ fjs thum‘kxlhdg. two bmls thh

1“.....-,,“ N

I wxsh you could have heard the feverish enthusxasm of ‘the boys and s
girls eager to do. the first. pltcht.Each one patiently tried the correct 1 =
stance, footwork, the one-and-one- “quarter and one-and-thrée=quarter grips"
Yet no one got a ringer. Some—youngsters are explorers and inventors

—tried a different position, a grip at the middle calk. Still no ringers

were achieved! Thus disappointment loomed up and enthusiasm

dwindled away, so that when the next meeting was arranged there

were 15, instead of 30. And so it came about that by the end of the

season there were 4 who persisted.

Girls and especially boys over here do not see how much skill and
brain are required by the game. They find it too tame and quiet when
compared with football, unrivalled in popularity here. Pitching, they
say, is good for those who—as Mr. Woodfield puts it—watch with
alarm a gradually increasing waist line. But football, besides skill and
brains, requires bodily strength and efficiency; you can race and jostle
your competitor, you chase the ball and you hear and see the roaring
fans. Besides you need not play football with a ball; anything movable,
a bundle of rags will do! So there is nothing like football! =

I was advised to hold a tournament to give pitching an impetus.
No doubt a tournament would further. competition. But how can I
act as umpire if I am not absolutely certain about ringers, close shoes,
and the point of the shoe from which to measure the distance to the
peg. Some native expert or coach chosen from among the GI's still
in Germany would have been a great help. Besides a tournament re-
quires prizes or some other kind of incentive or encouragement. The
boys and girls could not expect to be taken on a tour of Germany or
of the world, or be awarded a $1,000 prize. Yet a bit of candy would
have worked miracles.

I had to overcome two more obstacles peculiar to our school.

Giengen, a small country town of 5,000, is the intellectual center of
a vast rural district. Railways and buses being scarce and expensive
many students living 6 to 8 miles away, have to walk or bike these
distances twice a day. As they had no special gymnastic lessons—
teachers being still retained in captivity—only spare hours or minutes
in the early morning or at noon could be used for pitching, because it
was impossible for them to plod the way to school more than once. °

So there was more than one obstacle in my way in the first season.
Considering this we did compartively well, and I trust that, if con-
(htlons will have improved, we will do much better next year.
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